
         

State of Michigan             Local      
Washtenaw County                                                                                     Administrative 
Trial Court                                                                                                         Order 2004-01 
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             Effective Date:  

 
PLAN FOR APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL FOR INDIGENT PARTIES IN PROBATE COURT 
 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 
 
This Administrative Order is issued in accordance with Michigan Supreme Court Administrative 
Order 2003-05 and Michigan Court Rules 8.123, effective January 1, 2004.  The purpose of this 
order is to describe the procedures for selection, appointment and compensation of counsel who 
represent indigent parties in the Washtenaw County Probate Court. 
 

1. Selection Criteria 
a. Mental Health Proceedings 

 Attorneys are selected using the Attorney Assignment List created after the 
Washtenaw County Probate Court attendance at an approved Attorney Training 
Program. 

 Attorneys are assigned a particular week and handle all new 
petitions/certifications for that week 

 The minimum standards/qualifications that must be met are:  attendance at an 
approved Attorney Training Program, submission of the Attorney Profile Sheet, 
and submission of the attorney’s legal malpractice facesheet n the minimum 
aggregate amount of $200,000. 

 Performance is reviewed the Judge of record before whom the attorney is 
representing the indigent party. 

 Attorneys may be removed from the Attorney Assignment List by the Chief 
Judge Pro Tempore or by the Judge of record who appointed the attorney to 
represent the indigent party, for failure to perform his/her responsibilities as an 
attorney. 

 The Office of the Probate Register is responsible for administration of the 
appointed counsel program. 

 
b. Guardianship, Conservatorship, protective proceedings and trust matters 

 Attorneys are selected using the Attorney Assignment List created after the 
Washtenaw County Probate Court attendance at an approved Attorney Training 
Program. 

 Attorneys are assigned from the Attorney Assignment List in alphabetical order. 
 Attorneys may request assignments in their areas of expertise.  
 The minimum standards/qualifications that must be met are:  attendance at an 

approved Attorney Training Program, submission of the Attorney Profile Sheet, 
in-court observation for a minimum of one week, and submission of the 
attorney’s legal malpractice facesheet n the minimum aggregate amount of 
$200,000.  

 Performance is reviewed the Judge of record before whom the attorney is 
representing the indigent party.  



 Attorneys may be removed from the Attorney Assignment List by the Chief 
Judge Pro Tempore or by the Judge of record who appointed the attorney to 
represent the indigent party, for failure to perform his/her responsibilities as an 
attorney.  

 The Office of the Probate Register is responsible for administration of the 
appointed counsel program. 

 
2. Appointment Process 
 

The Chief Judge Pro Tempore will make all appointments using the Attorney Assignment 
List on a rotational basis for all guardianship, conservatorship, protective proceedings and 
trust matters.  Based upon the areas of expertise for each attorney, the Probate Register will 
make all appointments using the Attorney Assignment List on a one-week rotational basis 
for all Mental Health Proceedings. 
 

3. Compensation Method 
 
a. The Office of the Probate Register is responsible for processing all requests for 

payment. 
b. Attorneys requesting compensation for eligible services will submit requests to 

clerk’s office.  Once verification of assignment is made the Office of the Probate 
Register will process payment request through County Accounts Payable system. 

c. Attorneys are compensated pursuant to the published Attorney Fee schedule for the 
Probate Court. 

 
4. Maintenance of Records 

 
The following records will be maintained by the court in the Office of the Probate Register, 
pursuant to SCAO General Schedule 16: 
 

 Number of appointments given to each attorney by the court to represent indigent 
parties, 

 Number of appointments given to each attorney by each judge of the court to 
represent indigent parties, 

 Total amount to each attorney by the court, 
 Total amount of public funds paid to each attorney for assignments by each judge of 

the court. 
 

 
 
 
      Date:  2/24/04   ________________________  
     Donald E. Shelton            
     Chief Judge Pro Tempore 

Washtenaw County Trial Court 
 
   


